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To  Do&or  K - . 

,  ’*f  ■'V  <f  ^  fk  , 

I  w  *’  t '  ■*  ■'  *•  s  ,  l  '  •**  '  *  -  * 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  now  above  a  twelvemonth  fince  I 
was  called  in  to  your  patient,  Mr.  T — n, 
of  the  New  Inn  in  this  City ;  and  though 
during  the  fhort  period  of  our  attendance  toge¬ 
ther,  there  were  feveral  occurrences  that  could 
not  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  yet  I  did  not 
think  them  of  confequence  enough  to  induce 
me  to  break  the  harmony  I  was  defirous  of 
maintaining  with  you,  or  to  lay  my  complaints 
before  others.  In  a  word,  I  overlooked  them 
then,  and  intended  to  have  forgotten  them  for 
ever  afterwards.  But  in  this,  Sir,  you  have 
prevented  me :  For  according  to  the  informa¬ 
tions  I  have  received,  you  not  only  aflumed 
to  yourfelf  at  the  time,  all  the  merit  of  the 
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patient’s  recovery,  but  you  have  ever  fince,  and 
on  every  fait  able  occafion,  reprefen  ted  both  my 
judgment  and  my  behaviour,  through  the  whole 
of  that  tranfadlion,  in  the  moft  injurious  light. 
You  have  been  pleafed  to  fay,  that  I  miftook  a 
common  quinfey  for  a  malignant  fore  throat, 
and  hurt  the  patient  greatly  by  the  warm  me¬ 
dicines  I  had  ordered  for  him,  during  your 
abfence ;  that  I  had  put  afide  the  medicines  we 
had  fubfcribed  together,  and  as  ,1  could  not 
openly  avow  fo  bale  a  proceeding,  I  fent  my  own 
prefcription  clandeflinely  to  another  fhop ;  that 
in  fhort,  I  had  betrayed  fo  much  ignorance,  and 
adted  with  fo  much  difingenuity  as  to  have  funk 
my  reputation  in  this  place,  both  as  a  phyfi- 
cian  and  as  a  man  ;  and  that  for  your  part,  you 
was  determined  never  to  be  concerned  in  con¬ 
futation  with  me  for  the  future. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  fubftance  of  your  accufation  ; 
and  it  is  an  accufation  of  fo  ferious  a  nature,  and 
has  been  circulated  with  fuch  inconceivable 
induftry,  all  round  the  country,  that  I  have 
been  called  upon  from  various  quarters,  to  vin¬ 
dicate  myfelf  in  as  public  a  manner  as  I  poffibly 
can.  I  am  fufficiently  fenfible  how  infignifi- 
cant  and  even  ridiculous,  the  little  contentions 
between  a  couple  of  country  Dodtors  about  a 
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private  cafe,  muft  appear  in  the  eye  of  the 
public,  and  therefore  have  hitherto  waved  the  . 
follicitations  cf  my  friends  upon  that  head. 
However,  from  fome  accounts  I  have  received 
very  lately,  I  find  it  indifpenfably  necefiary 
that  I  fhould  endeavour  to  refcue  myfelf  out 
of  this  torrent  of  obloquy,  either  by  laying  a 
true  reprefen tation  of  the  cafe  before  thofe  at 
leaf!:,  to  whom  it  may  have  been  mifrepre- 
fented;  or  by  obtaining  from  you  an  open 
difavowal  of  your  having  been  at  all  concerned 
in  the  propagation  of  reports,  that  are  as  falfe 
as  they  are  fcandalous.— I  wait  your  anfwer, 
and  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

O — -d. 

Sept.  26th,  1765.  J«  S  -  -• 

The  preceding  letter  was  delivered  more  than 
two  months  ago,  but  no  anfwer  has  been  return¬ 
ed,  nor  is  any  intended  to  be  returned  to  it,  as  I 
am  well  informed:  it  is  hoped  therefore  that  the 
communication  of  the  following  narrative  re¬ 
quires  no  farther  apology.  It  is  a  narrative  of 
fads,  without  any  refiexions  or  inferences  what- 
foevcr ;  as  by  fads  alone  the  truth  of  the  reports 

mentioned 
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mentioned  in  the  letter  muft  be  determined ; 
and  this  is  the  only  point  at  which  I  aim  :  for  I 
mean  no  attack,  no  rivalling  in  abufe,  no  en¬ 
deavours  to  raife  myfelf  upon  the  ruins  of  ano¬ 
ther’s  reputation  ;  but  folely  to  vindicate  my 
own  from  the  unmerited  cenfures  that  have 
been  fo  freely  thrown  upon  it.  And  that  fach 
cenfures  have  been  freely  thrown  upon  it,  I 
am  able  to  prove  from  fufficient  teftimony; 
while  on  the  other  hand,  Dodtor  K - is  call¬ 

ed  upon  to  produce  one  inftance  of  my  having 
faid  a  word  upon  the  fubjedt,  until  I  was 
obliged  to  it,  in  my  own  j unification. 

I  have  annexed  Mrs.  T — n’s  account,  as 
a  confirmation  of  my  own;  and  have  alfo 
juft  mentioned  the  circumftance  of  Mifs  T — n’s 
illnefs,  in  order  to  evince  more  clearly  the  na¬ 
ture  of  her  father’s  diforder. 

As  the  fubjedt  cannot  be  very  interefting  to 
the  reader,  I  have  reduced  the  narrative  into 
as  narrow  a  compafs  as  I  pofiibly  could,  and 
have  alfo  endeavoured  to  make  fome  amends  to 
the  generality  of  thofe  at  leaf:  who  are  moft 
likely  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  perufing  it,  by 
fubjoining  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  ulcered 
fore  throat,  the  difeafe  in  quefKon  ;  with  a 
view  to  enable  diem  to  diftinguifh  it,  in  all  its 

ftages. 
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ftages,  from  a  common  quinfey.  The  diforder 
has  been  already  treated  of,  by  feveral  eminent 
phyficians  of  different  countries ;  and  particularly 
by  Dr.  Fothergill  and  Dr.  Huxam  of  this  coun¬ 
try  5  and  fome  ingenious  hints  have  alfo  beert 
given  by  Dr.  Wall :  It  would  therefore  be  ufe- 
lefs  as  well  as  arrogant  in  me  to  dwell  upon  it 
here ;  and  at  the  fame  time  would  defeat  my 
intention :  for  I  mean  only  to  concentrate  into 
one  ftriking  view,  the  chief  diagnoftic  fymptoms, 
that  they  may  be  the  more  eafily  perceived  and 
remembered,  and  the  young  practitioner  confe- 
quently,  may  be  lefs  often  at  a  lofs. 

And  confidering  how  frequently,  and  how 
much  even  at  prelent  the  diforder  prevails,  how 
many  lives  are  loft,  and  many  others  greatly  ' 
endangered,  by  a  continued  feries  of  erroneous 
treatment,  or  fome  eflential  blunder  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  from  the  diforder  s  being  miftaken 
(notwithftanding  the  accurate  defcriptions  that 
have  already  been  given  of  it)  it  is  hoped  that 
any  attempt  to  render  the  fymptoms  ftiil  lefs 
equivocal  may,  efpecially  at  this  feafon  of  ge¬ 
neral  contagion,  be  not  unfavourably  received. 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  PROCEEDINGS 

In  Mr.  T - N’s  CASE, 
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From  the  time  that  I  was  firfl  called  in  to  him. 

*  ■  •  *  ’  ,  '  ,  5  ^  V4  ' 

ON  Thurfday  the  9th  of  Auguft,  1764, 
Mr.  L — r  the  Apothecary  called  "on  me 
to  defire  that  I  would  go  with  all  poffible  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Mr.T — n  of  the  New  Inn,  who  was 
dangeroufly  ill  of  a  fever  and  fore  throat,  and 
under  Doctor  K — ’s  care.  When  I  came  to 

the  patient,  I  was  told  that  Dodtor  K - 

had  been  with  him  that  day,  and  particularly 
ordered  him  to  be  blooded ;  and  that  after  the 
bleeding,  theDodlor  went  away  into  the  country, 
and  was  not  to  return  till  the  evening  of  the 
following  day.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  enter 
upon  an  examination  of  the  cafe  by  myfelf; 
and  perceiving  from  the  fmall  running  pulfe, 
the  intenfe  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  Ikin,  the 
perpetual  reftlefsnefs,  anxiety,  and  delirium, 
the  Houghs  upon  both  the  tonfils  (which  Mr. 
W — d  the  Surgeon  obferved  alfo  at  the  time) 

that 
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that  the  d border  was  not  inflammatory,  but  an 
advanced  ftage  of  the  malignant  fore  throat ; 
I  defired  that  the  opening  draughts  which  Doc¬ 
tor  K - had  prefcribed  might  be  put  afide 

for  the  preient,  and  gave  fuch  directions  as  I 
then  judged  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  nature 
and  urgency  of  the  cafe  ;  not  without  obferving 
however,  in  the  Doctor’s  behalf,  (though  he 
had  been  with  the'  patient  but  about  an  hour 

f  ‘■j  ' 

before)  that  in  the  courfe  of  diforders,  circum- 
ftances; frequently  altered,  and  therefore  an  al¬ 
teration  in  the  directions  was  frequently  necef- 
faryh  The  next  morning  the  ioth,  I  made  the 
patient  another  viflt,  at  the  requed  of  his  fa¬ 
mily;  I  faw  him  .  alfo  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  I  told  his  wife  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to 
meet  Doctor  K — ,  after  his  return  from  the 


country,  at  any  hour  that  would  be  moft  con¬ 
venient  to  him.  Accordingly  we  met  that 
night,  and  though  X  found  (notwithdanding 
my  rceprefentation  of  the  cafe)  that  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  the  Doctor  entirely 
in  my  opinion  of  it  ;  yet  for  the  fake  of  main¬ 
taining  the  appearance  at  lead  of  unanimity, 
I  yielded  to  the  alterations  which  he  propofed 
in  the  draughts  I  had  ordered  that  day,  as  far  as 
I  thought  was  confident  with  the  prefervation 
:  '  B  of 
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of  our  patient.'  After  we  had  given  our  joint 
diredtions,  we  agreed  to  meet  again  the  next 
morning  the  nth,  and  then  prefcribing  toge¬ 
ther,  we  made  our  appointment  for  the  12th. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Dodtor  made  the  patient 
a  vifit  by  himfelf,  and  ordered  a  clyfter  for 
him  ;  and  when  I  called  in  the  evening,  I 
found  him  fo  very  low,  that  I  judged  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  draughts  we  had  ordered  in  the 
morning  to  be  repeated  more  frequently,  and 
alfo  to  be  made  a  little  more  cordial.  On  the 
1 2th  I  was  fent  for  into  the  country,  and  did 
not  return  till  late  in  the  evening;  fo  that  I 
could  not  obferve  my  appointment  with  the 
Dodtor  that  day.  He  therefore  vifited  the  pa¬ 
tient  alone ;  and  at  that  vifit,  he  at  once  threw 
afide  the  clafs  of  medicines  which  we  had  been 
ordering  together,  and  returned  to  thofe  which 
the  patient  had  been  taking  before  I  was  called 
in  to  him,  and  which  were  of  a  diametri¬ 
cally  oppofite  intention  in  every  refpedt;  and 
then  went  away  without  mentioning  a  word  of 
any  appointment  for  our  meeting  the  next  day. 

So  unexpedted  a  proceeding  could  not  fail 
of  throwing  us  all  into  the  greateft  embarraf- 
ment.  The  patient  was  unwilling  to  hazard 
the  Dodtor’s  favour,  efpecially  a&  he  lived  in 
;  -  the 
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the  neighbourhood,  and  fome  civilities  hadpaffed 
between  them  ;  and  yet  he  was  determined  not 
to  take  a  fingle  grain  or  drop  of  any  new  medi- 

t 

cine,  without  the  approbation  of  the  other 
phyfician.  My  Situation  was  not  lefs  embarraf- 
ing :  for  though  I  might  think  that  but  little 
refpeCt  was  due  to  the  DoCtor,  on  account  of 
his  behaviour  towards  me  in  my  abfence ;  yet  I 
abhorred  all  perfonal  difputes,  as  mean  and  illi¬ 
beral,  and  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  and 
credit  of  the  profeffion  :  Neither  did  I  relifh 
being  the  inftrument  of  animofities  between 
him  and  a  family  that  was  fo  defirous  of  living 
upon  a  neighbourly  footing  with  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  life  of  the  patient  appeared  to 
me  to  be  at  ftake,  and  it  could  not  therefore  be 
expected  from  the  moft  pacific  inclinations,  that 
I  fhould  fubmit  to  any  material  alteration  which 
I  did  not  in  my  own  judgment  approve  of,  on  fo 
critical  an  occafion.  In  this  dilemma,  I  only 
reftored  the  medicines  which  the  Doctor  had 
rejected,  and  from  whence  the  patient  had, 
the  night  before  and  that  day,  reaped  very 
fignal  relief.  And  as  to  my  directions  being 
fent  to  another  fhop,  the  family  only  is  to  an- 
fwer  for  it. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  13th,  Dr.  K - 

B  2  vifited 
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vifited  the  patient  by  himfelf,  and  then  repeat¬ 
ing  the  prefeription  which  he  had  written  the 
day  before,  he  went  away  for  the  fccond  time, 
without  faying  a  word  to  the  family  about  any 
future  meeting.  On  the  contrary,  he  provi¬ 
ded  for  the  patient  in  that  morning’s  preferip¬ 
tion,  till  he  fhould  vifit  him  again,  by  ordering 
the  fame  draughts  to  be  adminiftered  every 
fix  hours. 

From  this  account,  the  reader  will  eafily 

perceive  that  Do&or  K- - had  now  effectually 

put  an  end  to  all  confultation  :  but  as  I  found 
that  we  could  not  poffibly  agree  in  our  opinions 
of  the  nature  and  treatment  of  the  cafe,  and 
as  the  patient  chofe  to  be  guided  by  my  direc¬ 
tions  only,  I  was  the  lefs  follicitous  upon  that 
head ;  and  therefore  continued  my  vifits  alone, 
at  his  and  the  family’s  requeft,  until  his  health 
was  perfedly  re-eftabli£hed. 

While  Mr.  T — n  himfelf  was  getting  better, 
his  daughter,  a  child  of  nine  years  of  age,  was 
feized  with  the  ufual  iymptoms  of  the  ulcered 
fore  throat,  and  committed  to  my  care.  She 
had  been  fent  for  from  a  fchool  in  the  country, 
when  her  father  was  judged  to  be  in  imminent 
danger,  and  was  fop  pc  fed  to  have  caught  the 
infection  from  him,  particularly  by  going  into 

bed 


bed  to  him,  the  day  before  fhe  was  taken  ill. 
She  had  the  diforder  to  a  very  violent  degree  ; 
for  a  purging  foon  came  on,  and  a  rafh  broke 
out  all  over  her  body ;  She  was  alfo  frequently 
delirious,  and  the  ulcers  in  the  throat  Were 
deep  and  extenfive,  as  Mr.  W— d  the  Surgeon 
can  tcHify,  who  examined  the  throat  often,  and 
brought  off  large  Houghs  from  the  ulcers  almoft 
every  time  they  were  fyringed.  -  - 
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Mrs.  T- - ns  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  in  Mr.  T - ns  CASE, 

FROM  THE  BEGINNING. 

MR.  T — n  was  feized  with  a  fever  and 
fore  throat  on  Sunday  evening  the  5th 
of  Auguft,  1764,  and  was  very  hot  and  reftlefs 
the  whole  night.  On  Monday  morning  the 
6th j  he  fent  for  Mr.  W — d  the  Surgeon  to  bleed 
him.  Soon  after  he  was  blooded,  he  grew  fen- 

fibly  worfe.  He  then  fent  for  Dodtor  K - , 

who  came  and  prefcribed  for  him ;  but  he  con¬ 
tinued  getting  worfe  in  every  refpedl,  and  had 
a  very  bad  reftlefs  night.  On  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  the  7th,  the  Doctor  vifited  him  again, 
and  prefcribed  for  him;  but  the  diforder  ftill 
increafed,  and  in  the  night  he  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  wavering.  On  Wednefday  the  8th,  the 
Dodtor  faw  him  both  in  the  morning  and 
the  afternoon,  and  prefcribed  for  him  both 
times,  but  without  the  defired  effedt;  for  on 
Wednefday  night  he  was  worfe  and  more 
wavering  than  he  had  been  at  all.  On  Thurf- 

dav 
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day  the  9th,  the  Dodlor  faw  him  again,  and 
ordered  him  to  be  blooded.  Soon  after  the 
bleeding  he  was  convulfed,  feemed  to  be  be¬ 
reaved  ofhisfenfes,  began  gathering  the  bed- 
cloaths  with  his  hands,  and  made  frequent  ef¬ 
forts  to  get  out  of  the  bed.  He  was  then 
thought  to  be  dying,  by  myfelf  and  my  two  fit¬ 
ters  who  were  in  the  room  with  me  at  the 
time.  Upon  which  I  fent  for  Mr.  W — d,  and 
Mr.  L — r  the  Apothecary,  and  one  of  my 
fillers  ordered  an  expreis  for  his  friend  Mr. 

J - n  the  Printer,  who  was  gone  to  King- 

ilon  Inn.  When  Mr.  W — d  and  Mr.  L — r 
came,  I  alked  them  whether  they  did  not  think 
my  hulband  was  dying?  and  they  both  faid, 
that  he  was  indeed  extremely  ill,  and  in  very 
great  danger.  I  then  propofed  fending  for  a 

phyfician  ;  and  as  Dodlor  K- - was  gone  out 

of  town,  I  named  to  them  Dodlor  S - : 

•They  both  approved  of  my  propofal,  and  Mr. 

L — r  went  immediately  for  Dr.  S - ,  who 

came  and  prefcribed  for  my  hufband.  The 
medicines  were  taken,  and  Mr.  T — n  found 
a  fenfible  amendment  that  night. 

Dodlor  S - vilited  my  hulband  twice  the 

next  day,  Friday  the  10th,  and  at  his  fe- 

cond  vifit  he  defired  to  meet  Dodlor  K - that 

'  night, 
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night,  after  the  Doctor  s  return  from  the  coun¬ 
try.  They  accordingly  both  called  on  Mr. 
T — n  together,  and  prefcribed  for  him  ;  but 
he  was  worfe  that  night  than  he  had  been  the 
night  before.  They  faw  him;  again  together 
on  Saturday  the  i  ith,  and  prefcribed  for  him ; 

and  in  the  afternoon  Dodtor  K - called  oji 

Mr.  T — n  by  himfelf,  and  ordered  a  clyfler 
for  him,  which  was  adminiftered.  Doctor 

S - called  alfo  that  evening,  and  finding  my 

.hufband  very  low,  he  prefcribed  for  him.  That 
night  was  more  favourable .  than  any  of  the 
preceding. 

The  next  morning,  Sunday  the  12th,  Doc¬ 
tor  S - went  out  of  towns  fo  that  Dodtor 

K - vilited  my  hufband  alone.  The  Doc¬ 

tor  then  faid,  that  thefe  damned  hot  medicines 
were  quite  improper,  and  that  he  would  or¬ 
der  fome  that  were  cooling  and  more  to  the 
purpofe.  The  Dcdtor  then  prefcribed,  and  Mr. 
L — r  told  me  afterwards,  that  he  had  orders 
from  Dodtor  K - to  adminifter  the  draughts 

with  his  own  hands :  but  as  mv  hufband  was 

-  '  * 

refolved  not  to  take  any  new  medicines  without 

Dodlor  S - ’s  concurrence,  cfpecially  as  he 

found  himfelf  fo  much  better  from  thof^  he 
had  already  taken,  he  pretended  to  be  afleep 
,  .  when 
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when  Mr.  L - r  came  with  the  draughts  in 

his  pocket. 

-  About  nine  o’clock  that  night,.  Doctor  S - 

came  home  from  the  country,  and  then  called 
on  Mr.  T - n  ;  and  on  being  told  what  Doc¬ 
tor  K - had  done,  and  what  my  hufband  had 

determined  not  to  do,  he  prefcribed  for  him ; 
and  left  Doctor  K - fhould  know,  and  be  of¬ 

fended  at  my  hufband’s  not  taking  any  of  the 
medicines  he  had  recommended  fo  ftrongly, 
and  had  given  fuch  politive  orders  to  the 
Apothecary  to  adminifter,  my  hufband  and  I 

agreed  to  fend  Dodtor  S - *s  prefcription  to 

another  ihop  $  and  this  was  the  only  reafon  for 
fending  the  prefcription  to  another  fhop,  namely 
our  unwillingnefs  to  give  any  offence  to  Dodtor 

K - .  My  huiband  took  the  medicines  as 

diredted  by  Dodtor  S - ,  and  had  an  exceed- 

ing  good  night. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Monday  the  13th, 
Dodtor  K — —  called  on  Mr.  T — n,  and  wrote 
for  him  a  fecond  time  ;  but  the  prefcription 
was  never  delivered  to  the  Apothecary ;  nor  did 
Mr.  T* — n  take  a  grain  of  any  medicine  what- 

foever,  from  the  time  Dodtor  S - was  firft 

called  in  to  him,  to  the  time  of  his  perfedt 
recovery,  but  what  was  prefcribed  by  Dodtor 

C  S - , 
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► 

S - ,  cither  alone,  or  in  conjundtion  with 

Dodtor  K - ’• 

Dodtor  K - made  no  appointment  either 

on  Sunday  or  Monday  for  meeting  Dodtor 

S - .  Dodtor  S - behaved  with  all  due 

regard  to  Dodtor  K - ’s  reputation,  as  far  as 

I  ever  heard,  during  his  attendance  upon  my 
hutband :  and  particularly  when  he  was  firft 
called  in  on  the  Thurfday,  and  defired  the  me¬ 
dicines  to  be  put  afide  that  Dodtor  K - had 

ordered,  he  did  not  blame  any  thing  that  had 
been  done,  but  faid  that  now  fome  alterations 
were  neceflary. 


Oxford ,  15th  October,  1765,  Sworn  before  me, 

PHILIP  WARD,  Mayor . 

'  •  H  •  /  •  „  ^  . .  .  . 

The  reader  has  now  had  a  particular  and  au¬ 
thenticated  account  of  the  proceedings,  during 

Dodtor  K - ’s  and  my  attendance  upon  Mr. 

T - n,  laid  before  him,  and  it  muft  be  left 

to  his  judgment  and  candour  to  determine  which 
of  us  has  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  complain. 


» 


/ 
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SOME  OBSERVATIONS 

RELATING  TO  THE 

Ulcered  SORE  THROAT; 

With  a  View  to  diftinguifh  it,  in  all  its  Stages, 
from  a  Common  QJJ I  N  S  E  Y, 


TH  E  common  quinfey,  or  inflammatory 
fore  throat,  is  moil  frequent  in  the  fpring, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fummer. 

The  malignant,  or  ulcered  fore  throat,  is 
moft  frequent  in  the  autumn,  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  winter. 

The  fanguine  or  robuft,  or  dry  and  firm- 
fibred  conftitutions,  are  moft  liable  to  the 
quinfey ;  and  therefore  it  feldom  attacks  chil¬ 
dren  or  old  people. 

The  weakly,  relaxed,  or  flabby  pituitous  ha¬ 
bits,  in  every  ftage  of  life,  are  liable  to  the 
other ;  and  as  children  are  moftly  of  this  fort 
of  temperament,  they  are  moft  commonly  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  diforder. 

C  2 
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In  the  quinfey,  the  patient  is  firft  feized  with 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  inflammatory  fever, 
and  thefe  are  foon  fncceeded  by  a  ftiffnefs  in  the 
neck  and  a  fweliing  in  the  throat,  particularly 
in  the  tonfils  and  uvula,  accompanied  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  pain  in  deglutition. 

In  the  other,  the  patient  is  feized  with  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  a  fever  of  the  moft  malig¬ 
nant  kind ;  namely,  chills  and  heats  alternately 
iiicceeding  one  another ;  confufion,  giddinefs, 
and  pain  in  the  upper  or  back  part  of  the  head, 
accompanied  fometimes  by  a  delirium  or  fick- 
nefs  with  vomiting  and  purging $  great  anxiety 
and  reftlefsnefs ;  dejection  of  fpirits,  finking  and 
enervation,  and,  in  a  word,  an  univerfal  in- 
difjDofition  over  the  whole  habit:  And  thefe,  as 
in  the  quinfey,  are  foon  followed  by  a  fweliing 
in  the  tonfils  and  uvula,  but  with  confiderably 
lets  pain  in  deglutition. 

In  the  quinfey,  the  feverifh  fymptoms  gene¬ 
rally  abate  as  the  fweliing  increafes ;  or  rather 
the  heat  is  collected  into  the  throat,  while 
the  reft  of  the  body  returns  to  a  tolerably  mo¬ 
derate  temperature. 

In  the  other  there  is  little  or  no  abatement 
in  moft  of  the  fymptoms  I  have  enumerated. 

In 
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In  the  quinfey  there  is,  indeed,  a  fecond  fe¬ 
ver,  that  rifes  afterwards,  when  the  diforder  is 
farther  advanced  ;  but  this  is  merely  fymptoma- 
tic,  and  feldom  afcends  to  any  alarming  height. 

In  the  other  the  fever  is  original,  and  is  of 
the  mod:  rapid  and  fatal  kind,  unlefs  proper  af- 
fiftance  be  foon  interpofed. 

In  the  quinfey,  the  fwelling  in  the  tonfils, 
&c.  continues  gradually  to  increafe  to  the  end 
of  the  diforder  5  fo  as  fometimes  to  threaten 
a  fuffocation. 

In  the  other,  the  tonfils,  &c.  are  commonly 
mod;  dwelled  in  a  few  days  after  the  firfl  at¬ 
tack  ;  and  the  fwelling  afterwards  gradually 
fubfides,  as  the  diforder  advances  towards  its 
mod:  dangerous  Hate. 

In  the  quinfey  there  is  at  all  times  very  great 
pain,  and  in  the  height  of  the  diforder,  there 
is  the  greated:  difficulty  in  deglutition. 

In  the  other,  even  when  the  parts  are  con- 
fiderably  fwelled,  the  patient  often  fwallows 

aftonifhingly  well,  and  with  no  very  remark- 
able  pain. 

In  the  quinfey,  the  tonfils,  &c.  appear  to 
be  very  firm  and  tenfe,  and  their  furfaces  are 

fmooth 
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fmooth  and  clear  all  through  the  diforder, 
and  all  the  parts  in  the  throat  are  commonly 
*of  a  vivid  red  colour. 

In  the  other  the  tonfils,  &c.  appear  to  be 
lax  and  flabby,  and  their  furfaces  foon  be¬ 
come  uneven,  and  are  found  to  be  either  ul¬ 
cered,  or  patched  with  white  or  dulky  fpecks 
or  blotches,  that  are  the  rudiments  of  future 

*  r  .  +  \ 

ulcers  ;  and  the  parts  are  of  a  deadened  hue, 
whether  red,  white,  cineritious,  brown,  or 
black  :  for  thefe  are  the  colours  they  generally 
aflame,  and  in  this  order  the  colours  change, 

r  •  '  •  •  *  •» 

as  the  difeafe  itfelf  becomes  more  and  more 
malignant. 

In  the  quin  fey,  there  is  commonly  a  conti¬ 
nual  flux  of  faliva. 

In  the  other,  there  is  feldom  any  difcharge 
of  that  kind.  ‘  '  s  ^ 

In  the  quinfey,  an  intenfe  heat  is  felt  in  the 
throat,  while  the  reft  of  the  body  is  in  a  tole¬ 
rably  moderate  temperature,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned. 

-  1.  ■  ‘  %  ^  1  N 

In  the  other,  the  patient  feldom  complains 

of  any  extraordinary  heat  in  the  throat;  but 
the  reft  of  the  body  often  feels  as  if  it  was 
all  in  a  flame. 


In 
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In  the  quinfey,  the  heat  is  ufually  lowered 
by  evacuations. 

In  the  other,  the  heat  is  ufually  raifed  higher 
by  evacuations 

In  both  diforders,  there  is  often  a  labo¬ 
rious  refpiration. 

That  in  the  quinfey,  as  it  is  owing  to  the 
fwelling  in  the  fauces  obftrudting  the  paflage  of 
the  air  to  and  from  the  lungs,  is  generally  re¬ 
lieved,  but  never  is  increafed  by  evacuations. 

That  in  the  other,  as  it  arifes  from  debility 
in  the  organs  of  refpiration,  is  never  relieved, 
but  always  is  increafed  by  evacuations. 

The  quinfey  is  very  feldom  accompanied  by 
a  delirium  ;  and  if  a  delirium  ever  comes  on,  it 
is  generally  in  an  advanced  ftage  of  the  diforder. 

In  the  other,  the  patient  is  delirious  at  times, 
in  every  ftage  of  the  diforder. 

The  delirium  in  the  quinfey  arifes  chiefly 
from  a  too  plentiful  afflux  of  blood  to  the 
brain,  by  the  branches  of  the  internal  caro¬ 
tid  arteries  (thofe  of  the  external  carotids, 
going  to  the  throat,  being  obftrudled)  and 
alfo  from  the  blood’s  being  accumulated  in 
the  brain ;  as  its  vefiels  cannot  difcharge  their 

contents 
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contents  freely  into  thofe  that  return  the  blood 
to  the  heart,  on  account  of  the  refpirations 
being  impeded. 

The  delirium  in  the  other,  is  chiefly  owing 
to  a  corrofive  humour  that  ftftfts  to  and  fro 
between  the  throat  and  the  brain. 

t  « 

Evacuations  by  bleeding,  according  to  this 
account,  feem  to  be  moil  proper  in  the  former- 

Evacuations  by  blifters,  where  the  delirium 
is  to  be  regarded,  feem  to  be  mod  proper  ir\ 
the  latter. 

In  the  quinfey  there  are  never  any  eruptions 
or  difcoloration  on  the  fkin  ;  nor  is  there  any 
tendency  to  a  purging. 

In  the  other,  there  is  generally  a  flufhing 
or  ra£h  upon  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  purging  ;  elpecially  in  children. 

In  the  quinfey  the  fpirits  are,  all  along,  fuf- 
ficiently  high,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  very  little  impaired  ;  excepting  what 
may  be  accounted  for,  from  the  great  Evacua¬ 
tions,  and  the  low  regimen  that  are  ufuaily 

. 

preferibed  for  the  diforder. 

In  the  other  the  fame  extraordinary  dejec¬ 
tion  of  ftrength  and  fpirits  that  appeared  in  the 

beginning, 
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beginning,  continues,  in  fpite  of  cordials,  &c. 
to  the  end  of  the  diforder. 

In  the  quinfey  the  eyes  are  generally  full 
and  vivid. 

In  the  other  they  are  funk,  and  their  luf- 
tre  is  faded. 

In  an  advanced  ftage  of  the  quinfey,  the 
voice  is  commonly  fhrill  and  diftindt. 

In  the  other,  the  voice  is  all  along,  hollow 
and  broken. 

In  the  quinfey,  the  pulfe*  is  ftrong  and  hard 
from  the  beginning,  and  grows  ftronger  and 
harder  every  day  :  nor  will  evacuations  eafily 
keep  it  down  or  foften  it. 

In  the  other,  the  pulfe  is  rather  full  than 
ftrong,  at  any  time,  and  it  is  fcarcely  ever 
hard.  Its  fullnefs  is  generally  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  diforder,  and  from  that  time  it  be¬ 
comes  weaker  and  weaker  every  day ;  nor  will 
cordials  eafily  keep  it  up. 

In  the  quinfey,  the  craffamentum  of  the 
blood  is  of  a  ftrong  red  colour  5  is  uniform  and 
compadt  in  its  texture,  and  the  inflammatory 
cruft  upon  its  furface  is  ufually  thick  and  tough, 
and  of  a  yellow  colour. 

In  the  other,  the  craflamentum  is  commonly 

D  of 
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of  a  faint  red  colour ;  is  broken  in  its  texture, 
often  fhooting,  through  the  intermixed  ferum, 
in  little  branches  like  mofs ;  is  lax  in  its  confif- 
tence,  like  a  weak  jelly ;  and  if  there  happens 
to  be  any  cruft  upon  its  furface,  it  is  generally 
thin  and  filmy,  and  of  a  variety  of  colours* 

The  quinfey  is  not  at  all  contagious* 

The  other  is  remarkably  contagious,  when 
it  meets  with  conftitutions  that  are  congenial 
with  it. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  diagnoftick  fymptoms 
of  the  ulcered  fore  throat,  which  I  have  col¬ 
lected  together,  and  put  into  as  clear  and  ftrong 
a  light  as  I  could,  by  contrafting  them  all  along 
with  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  for  which 
it  is  fo  frequently  and  fatally  miftaken. 

I  fhall  now  fubjoin  to  thefe  general  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  fymptoms,  a  few  curfory  re¬ 
marks  relating  chiefly  to  the  treatment  and  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  diforder  upon  fome  particu¬ 
lar  occafions.  To  enter  into  any  regular  dif- 
cufiion  upon  this  head  would  be  foreign  to 
the  prefent  defign  and  altogether  unneceflary. 
For  if  the  main  difficulty  is  once  got  over, 
namely,  the  afcertaining  the  nature  of  the  dif¬ 
order,  the  praftitioner  will  feldom  find  him- 

felf 
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felf  at  a  lofs  afterwards ;  as  the  whole  of  his, 
practice  may  be  comprifed  within  the  four 
following  rules  ;  viz.  To  adminifter  the  anti- 
feptic  tribe  of  medicines,  efpecially  the  bark, 
together  with  cordials  and  daphoretics  as 
fymptoms  may  occur:  To  cleanfe  the  ulcers 
frequently  :  To  check  and  generally  to  abftain 
from  all  evacuations,  excepting  perhaps  in  fome 
very  extraordinary  cafes,  during  the  violence  of 
the  firft  attack  :  And  laftly,  to  fupport  and  re- 
frefh  the  patient  often  with  nourifhment,  to 
which  the  addition  of  a  little  wine  is  gene¬ 
rally  necelfary. 

This  is  now  univerfally  known  to  be  the 
only  proper  method  of  proceeding;  fo  that 
there  is  no  great  hazard  of  any  eftential  blun¬ 
der’s  being  committed,  when  the  diforder  is 
not  miftaken. 

However,  I  am  convinced  from  my  own 
experience  in  this  and  other  putrid  fevers,  that 
even  when  the  diforder  is  not  miftaken,  and 
when  the  proper  medicines  and  regimen  are 
confequently  recommended,  not  only  cures  are 
protracted,  but  lives  are  actually  loft,  on  many 
occafions,  from  the  practitioners  or  the  nurfes 
not  being  fufficiently  buly.  In  the  cafe  of  Mr. 

T- - n,  it  appears  from  his  wife's  account, 

D  2  that 
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that  the  night  in  which  the  ingredients  of  the 
draughts  were  diminished,  he  was  much  more 
reftlefs  and  feverish  than  he  had  been  the  night 
before.  It  is,  indeed,  fcarcely  to  be  conceived 
how  much  of  both  food  and  phySic  is  neceflary 
in  fome  very  bad  cafes.  If  the  patients  are  left 
much  above  an  hour  to  themfelves,  they  begin 
to  fink,  and  a  night  frequently  deftroys  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  thefe  are  admini¬ 
stered  in  a  fufficient  quantity,  there  is  no  difor- 
der  that  does  more  credit  to  the  healing  art. 

I  had  a  female  patient  in  this  city,  who  had 
the  diforder  in  as  violent  a  degree  as  I  ever 
knew.  The  tonfils,  uvula,  and  moveable  palate 
were  almoft  eaten  away  by  the  ulcers.  The 
whole  alimentary  canal  was  alfo  ulcered,  from 
the  mouth  downwards :  for  She  continued  to 
void  Houghs  and  ichor  by  Stool  for  a  week  or 
more  after  her  recovery.  Her  pulfe  was  but 
juft  discernible,  and  the  Strokes  were  not  to  be 
counted.  Her  urine  was  exactly  of  the  colour 
of  a  mixture  of  foot  and  water,  with  a  lit- 

\  •  -hL 

tie  grumous  blood  in  it  5  and  the  room  She 
lay  in  was  all  over  poifoned  with  a  molt  into¬ 
lerable  cadaverous  french. 

This  patient  owed  her  recovery  folely  to  the 
affiduity  of  thole  who  were  about  her.  She 

was 
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was  inceffantly  fwallowing  fomething  or  other, 
both  day  and  night :  for  bdides  the  nourifh- 
ment  and  wine  they  were  frequently  plying  her 
with,  fhe  took  at  the  rate  of  two  ounces  of  the 
bark,  along  with  other  ingredients  for  feveral 
days  together.  Nor  could  fhe  have  been  other 
ways  preferved ;  as  upon  any  length  of  inter- 
miffion,  file  fell  off  amazingly. 

Another  circumftance  of  the  greatefl:  im¬ 
portance,  for  many  reafons,  is  the  keeping  the 
ulcers  as  clean  as  poffible  :  for  the  famous  mat¬ 
ter  is  extremely  corrofive,  and  deftroys  every 
part  that  it  touches  5  fo  that  befides  the  depre¬ 
dations  it  makes  in  the  throat,  it  often,  by  de¬ 
fending  down  the  alimentary  canal,  produces 
frefh  ulcerations  there ;  at  the  fame  time  it  is 
apt  to  ftimulate  and  excite  a  purging,  and  nau- 
fea  or  averfion  to  all  nourifliment  and  medicines 
whatfoever.  A  coniiderable  quantity  of  this 
ichor  is  alfo  abforbed  and  conveyed  into  the 
road  of  the  circulation,  where  by  its  acri¬ 
mony,  it  keeps  up  the  delirium,  and  adting 
like  a  ferment,  aggravates  every  other  bad  fymp- 
tom.  This  was  the  cafe  of  the  patient  I  have 
been  mentioning ;  notwithftanding  fhe  w^as  di¬ 
ligently  attended  by  an  eminent  furgeon  in  this 

place, 
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place,  who  by  fyringing  and  other  means, 
cleanfed  her  throat  feveral  times  a  day. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  gentleman  of  this  univer- 
fity,  the  diforder  was  kept  at  bay,  by  fre¬ 
quently  cleanfing  the  ulcers  only.  He  was 
firft  feized  with  the  ulcered  fore  throat ;  and 
foon  after,  the  gout,  to  which  he  was  much 
fubjedt,  ftrtfek  into  his  ftomach  with  fo  much 
violence,  that  he  could  not  retain  a  grain  of 
any  nourishment  or  medicine  that  was  given 
him,  for  fome  days.  As  his  conftitution  had 
been  much  reduced  before,  and  as  he  now  la^ 
boured  under  two  fuch  dreadful  complaints,  I 
was  unwilling  to  reduce  it  farther  by  blifter- 
ing  the  extremities,  in  order  to  bring  the  gout 
down  from  the  ftomach ;  and  every  other  eva¬ 
cuation  was  ftill  more  improper.  In  this  htua- 
tion,  nothing  remained  but  to  lyringe  the  throat 
very  frequently  with  a  warm  antifeptic  ftimu- 
lating  gargle;  and  this  alone  kept  the  ulcers 
from  fpreading,  till  by  giving  him  every  half 
hour,  a  fmall  pill  compofed  of  philonium  and  ex¬ 
tract  of  the  bark,  with  a  couple  of  tea-fpoonfuls 
of  ufquebaugh,  I  brought  the  ftomach  into  bet¬ 
ter  order ;  and  then  the  cure  was  compleated 
by  the  medicines  that  happened,  fortunately 
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upon  this  occafion,  to  be  well  adapted  to  both 
the  diforders. 

As  both  the  inflammatory  and  ulcered  lore 
throat  attack  different  conftitutions  with  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  violence,  it  may  fometimes 
happen,  that  the  lymptoms  in  the  beginning 
are  fo  flight,  as  to  puzzle  the  pra<ftioner  in  de¬ 
termining  to  which  of  the  two  diforders  they 
properly  belong.  Though  if  he  is  but  duly  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  fealon  of  the  year,  the  complex¬ 
ion  of  the  other  diforders  prevailing  at  the 
time,  the  conflitution  and  hiftory  of  the  patient, 
the  ftate  of  the  pulfe  and  of  the  fpirits,  with 
the  general  difpofition  of  the  whole  habit,  he 
can  fcarcely  be,  on  any  occafion,  at  a  lofs.  If 
however,  there  fliould  at  any  time  be  a  doubt, 
it  is  furely  fafer  to  wait  (as  the  mildnefs  of  the 
fymptoms  will  eafily  permit)  until  the  diforder 
is  more  clearly  marked  ;  or  to  treat  it  as  ma¬ 
lignant,  rather  than  inflammatory  :  feeing  that 
in  fuch  flight  cafes,  no  worfe  confequences  are 
likely  to  enfue  from  an  error  on  one  fide,  than 
only  the  haftening  an  inflamed  tonfil  the  fooner 
to  a  fuppuration,  as  Dr.  Fothergill  has  ob- 
ferved  :  Whereas,  on  the  other  fide,  the  error 
may  probably  haflen  the  patient  to  his  grave. 

I  mentioned  above,  that  when  the  difor¬ 
der 
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der  is  not  miftaken,  but  is  treated  properly* 
from  the  beginning,  there  is  fcarcely  any  that 
does  more  credit  to  the  healing  art.  How¬ 
ever  there  is  a  particular  fpecies  of  it,  that 
ought  to  be  excepted  ;  as,  I  fear,  it  will  rarely 
be  found  within  the  reach  of  medical  afiiftance. 
In  this  fpecies,  a  fwelling  in  the  throat  comes 
on  at  once,  without  being  preceded  by  much 
fever,  inflammation,  or  indifpofition  of  any 
kind,  and  in  a  few  hours  it  rifes  to  its  full 
height,  which  is  fometimes  very  confider- 
able ;  though  the  refpiration  or  deglutition 
are  not  much  obftrudled  by  it.  This  ex¬ 
traordinary  fwelling  is  not  only  one  of  the 
firil  fymptoms  that  appear,  but  is  alfo  the 
fymptom  that  feems  to  be  of  molt  import¬ 
ance  in  the  courfe  of  the  diforder :  for  neither  the 
pulfe  nor  the  fpirits  are  fo  deprefled,  nor  is  the 
patient  fo  much  indifpofed  in  other  refpedts,  for 
fome  time  at  lead,  as  in  the  common  ulcered 
throat.  On  examining  into  the  nature  of  the 
fwelling,  the  tonfils,  uvula,  and  moveable  pa¬ 
late,  efpecialiy  the  lad,  feem  not  to  be  turgid 
with  blood,  nor  loaded  with  lymph,  or  any 
other  humour;  but  highly  inflated  with  air, 
refembling  both  in  colour  and  confidence,  a 
piece  of  the  lungs  blown  up.  The  colour  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  gradually  becomes  darker  and  darker  du¬ 
ring  the  progrefs  of  the  difbrder,  and  both  the 
pulfe  and  Spirits  begin  at  length  to  fink,  and 
continue  finking  faft,  notwithftanding  every 
effort  to  keep  them  up.  The  breath  is  very 
offenfive  from  the  beginning ;  though  no  dif- 
tindt  floughs  or  ulcers  are  to  be  feen  :  on  the 
contrary,  the  parts  appear  to  be  fmooth  and 
flightly  lubricated  with  a  little  glairy  mucus. 
On  the  fecond  or  third  day,  a  fwelling  comes 
on  in  the  face  and  neck :  on  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  this  fwelling  generally  begins  to  fub- 
fide,  and  is  fucceeded  by  a  tightnefs  and  cramp¬ 
ing  about  the  prascordia,  and  difficulty  of  res¬ 
piration  ;  which  are  the  fure  harbingers  of  ap¬ 
proaching  death  :  for  the  patient  Scarcely  holds 
out  a  day  longer ;  and  foon  after  death  the 
marks  of  putrifadtion  begin  to  appear  in  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  the  body. 

I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  this 
extraordinary  cafe  till  lately  that  I  was  called 
to  a  Lady  of  diftindtion  in  this  neighbourhood. 
But  the  apothecary  to  the  family  informed 
me  that  he  had  attended,  both  this  autumn, 
and  the  autumn  before,  Several  perfons,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  exadlly  in  the  fame  condition.  The 
cafe,  however,  muft  be  very  rare,  for  I  can- 
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not  find  that  any  fimilar  to  it  has  been  men¬ 
tioned,  fince  the  firft  breaking  out  of  the  difor- 
der,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  The 
angina  gangranofa>  which  is  particularly  de- 
fcribed  by  many  authors,  and  is  reckoned  in  moft 
cafes  to  be  fatal,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  gangrened  parts,  is  only  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  inflammation,  or  an  afflux  of  corrofive 
humours  to  the  throat,  in  bad  habits,  termi¬ 
nating  at  length  in  a  mortification.  But  here  a 
compleat  fphacelation  feems  to  come  on  at  once, 
in  perfons  who  appeared  to  be  in  good  health 
and  of  a  found  conftitution,  but  the  minute 
before.  The  Lady  whom  I  was  called  to,  was 
in  general  healthy,  and  free  from  all  heredi¬ 
tary  or  conftitutional  humours  whatfoever ;  as 
nothing  gouty,  rheumatic,  fcorbutic,  fcrofu- 
lous,  or  maniacal  was  ever  known  to  belong  to 
the  family.  She  was  indeed  extremely  flabby, 
and  lax  fibred,  and  of  a  pituitous  temperament ; 
and  therefore  was  very  fufceptible  of  the  epi¬ 
demical  contagion.  But  barring  fuch  an  ac¬ 
cident,  fhe  was  likely  enough  to  have  lived  to 
a  very  advanced  age.  Her  mother,  who  is 
ftill  alive,  is  pafl  eighty,  and  her  father  was 
nearly  of  that  age  when  he  died.  This  Lady 
happened  to  walk  in  her  own  park  rather  la- 
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ter  than  ufual  in  the  evening  before  fhe  was 
taken  ill  ;  and  finding  the  next  morning  a  full- 
nefs  in  the  throat,  fhe  was  a  little  alarmed  ; 
efpecially  as  the  ulcered  fore  throat  had  been  in 
the  family  this  feafon,  and  ftill  rages  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  apothecary  was  there¬ 
fore  fent  for ;  and  as  foon  as  he  perceived  the 
fungus-like  emphyfematous  fwelling  in  the 
parts,  he  delired  that  I  might  be  called  to  her 
immediately.  He  had  given  her  before  I 
came,  a  draught  compofed  of  the  bark  and 
cordials,  which  happened  to  be  in  the  houfe, 
and  laid  a  couple  of  blifters  behind  the  ears; 
and  as  foon  as  I  arrived,  I  advifed  that  another 
blifter  Ihould  be  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 

neck,  and  that  the  bark  fhould  be  given  every 

; 

two  hours,  in  as  great  a  quantity  as  could  well 
be  taken.  Other  antifeptic  medicines,  efpe¬ 
cially  the  vitriolic  acid  in  different  forms,  and 
cordials  were  alfo  frequently  adminiftered.  She 
went  on  regularly  in  this  method,  and  took  at 
times  a  proper  fhare  of  nourifhment.  She  alfo 
fat  up  the  greateft:  part  of  each  day ;  and  tho* 
neither  the  pulfe  nor  the  fpirits  were  high,  yet 
they  were  far  from  being  fo  low,  for  fome  time 
at  leaft,  as  they  are  found  to  be  in  the  ufual 
fiate  of  the  diforder.  The  puffinefs  of  the 
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parts  kept  nearly  at  the  fame  height  from  the 
beginning ;  but  changed  gradually  from  the 
variegated  appearance  they  had  at  firft,  to  a 
more  uniform  dark  hue.  On  the  fecond  day 
the  face  began  to  fwell.  The  blifters  that 
had  been  applied  behind  the  ears,  rofe  and 
difcharged  plentifully  :  but  that  which  was  ap¬ 
plied  a  few  hours  afterwards  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  fcarcely  rofe  at  all.  On  the  third  day, 
the  fwelling  in  the  face  began  to  fubfide,  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  refpiration,  &c.  came  on,  and  on  the 
evening  of  that  day  fhe  died ;  and  before  the 
next  morning,  the  body  was  in  many  parts 
quite  putrid. 

As  this  extraordinary  fpecies  of  the  diforder 
was  new  to  me,  I  was  delirous  of  being  farther 
acquainted  with  it,  and  foon  afterwards  I  was 
favoured  by  the  fame  apothecary,  with  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  two  together  in  one  family 
that  were  feized  with  it.  There  were  three 
in  the  family  taken  ill  one  after  another  ;  viz. 
a  boy  of  five  years  of  age  who  had  the  com¬ 
mon  ulcered  throat,  in  a  very  violent  degree, 
and  was  extremely  feverifh,  as  ufual,  but  re¬ 
covered  ;  a  girl  aged  about  nine,  and  a  lad 
aged  about  thirteen,  who  were  firuck  with 
what  may  be  .  called  the  Jphacclated  throaty 
*■  and 
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and  both  died  j  though  neither  had  the  difor- 
der  to  fuch  a  height  as  the  lady  I  attend¬ 
ed  :  for  the  palate  was  not  fo  much  infla¬ 
ted,  nor  were  they  fo  much  other  ways  in- 
difpofed.  The  girl  was  fitting  up  in  the  bed, 
and  the  boy  was  walking  carelefsly  about  the 
room  when  I  vifited  them.  There  was  fome- 
thing  particularly  affedting  in  feeing  them,  as 
it  were  under  fentence  of  death,  and  all  the 
while  fo  eafy  in  their  condition,  feeling  little, 
and  apprehending  nothing. 

When  I  came  away  from  the  houfe,  I  de- 
fired  the  apothecary  to  inform  me  by  letter 
of  the  progrefs  and  event  of  their  diforder; 
and  in  a  few  days  after,  I  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  from  him. 

,<V  1  t  v  *  ~ 

SIR,  Saturday  morning . 

ONE  of  my  fore  throat  patients  died  on 
Tuefday  night,  after  you  faw  them; 
viz.  the  girl  who  was  taken  ill  the  Friday  be¬ 
fore.  The  boy  whofe  death  we  apprehended 
(as  the  cafe  was  certainly  the  fame  with  the 

girl’s  and  lady  - ’s,  though  the  palate  was 

not  fo  very  violently  inflated)  is  ftill  living, 
k#nd  I  think  is  likely  to  recover.  The  moft 

mortified 
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mortified  parts  of  the  tonfil,  uvula,  and  pa¬ 
late,  which  you  favv  on  Tuefday,  began  to  fe- 
parate  on  Friday  morning.  I  then  took  the 
opportunity  of  rubbing  the  parts  with  a  mop 
dipped  in  a  fharp  deterfive  gargle,  and  large 
thick  floughs  came  off  in  the  night,  and  have 
continued  to  feparate  ever  fince.  Upon  this 
promifing  appearance  I  gave  two  fcruples  of 
the  bark  in  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  decodtion 
every  hour,  inftead  of  every  two  hours,  which 
was  the  interval  before,  and  applied  to  that 
fide  of  the  neck  which  was  moft  fwelled,  a 
warm  digeftive  over  a  blifter  I  had  laid  on, 
and  theriaca  round  it.  This  morning  a  large 
difcharge  from  the  blifter  has  funk  the  fvvell- 
ing,  and  the  colour  all  around  is  of  a  kind  red. 
The  boy’s  pulfe  is  mended,  his  eyes  look  brifk- 
er,  and  both  yefterday  and  this  morning  he  had 
a  ftool  with  a  great  quantity  of  floughs  in  it, 
like  thofe  that  are  difcharged  by  mopping  his 
throat.  To-morrow  or  monday  morning  I 
lhall  give  him  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb,  as  I 
think  his  ftrength  will  bear  it.  He  takes  his 
medicines  and  nourishment  well,  and  I  hope 
in  two  or  three  days  to  fend  you  an  account  of 
his  being  perfectly  recovered. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
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The  next  letter  is  as  follows : 


S  I  R, 


NrOtwithftanding  I  flattered  mvfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  the  boy’s  recovery,  from 
the  many  favourable  fymptoms  that  appeared 
on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday;  to  wit,  the 
unexpected  feparation  in  the  throat,  and  fre- 
quent  difcharge  afterwards  of  large  thick  black 
floughs,  or  rather  pieces  of  rotten  flefh ;  a 
ftool  each  morning,  loaded  with  floughs;  a 
large  and  digefted  difcharge  from  behind  the 
ear,  and  down  that  fide  of  the  neck  which  was 
mod  fwelled,  and  of  a  darkifh  colour;  the 
change  of  this  colour  to  a  more  healthy  look¬ 
ing  red ;  a  better  pulfe  for  two  days ;  a  brifker 
eye ;  the  breath  too  much  lefs  offenflve ;  the 
urine  depofiting  freely  a  lateritious  fediment: 
yet  on  Sunday  afternoon,  he  began  to  fall  off; 
declined  taking  his  medicine  or  uflng  his  gar¬ 
gle,  and  complained  of  a  tightnefs  and  fore- 
nefs  all  the  way  down  his  bread  to  his  fto- 
mach,  which  increafed  upon  him  more  and 
more ;  and  on  Monday  afternoon  about  Three 
o’Clock,  (the  ninth  day  of  his  diforder)  he 
died,  I  am,  Sir,  8ec, 


Since 
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Since  I  received  the  above  letters,  I  defired 
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the  fame  apothecary  to  fend  me  what  farther 
information  he  was  able  to  procure  upon  the 
fubjedt ;  as  this  malignant  fpecies  has  prevailed 
chiefly  in  that  fide  of  the  country  where  he  lives, 
and  he  had  alfo  attended  feveral  perfons  this 
feafon  and  the  feafon  before,  who  were  feized 
with  it.  He  was  fo  obliging  as  to  tranfmit  to 
me  the  following  Particulars. 

SIR, 

THE  ulcered  fore  throat  has  raged  very 
much  in  this  part  of  the  country,  both 
this  autumn  and  the  lafl:,  and  every  now  and 
then  feme  were  feized  with  the  fame  morti¬ 
fied  kind  with  lady - ’s.  In  the  Bartons, 

which  compofe  only  one  fmall  parifh,  upwards 
of  twenty  children  were  cut  off  by  one  or  the 
other  of  them  during  the  autumn  laft  year ; 
and  I  know  of  three  at  Tackley  and  as  many 
at  Woodfliock,  who  died  this  feafon  of  the 
malignant  kind.  I  have  heard  of  feveral  others 
dying ;  but  as  I  did  not  attend  them  myfelf, 
I  can  give  no  certain  accounts  of  them.  I  at¬ 
tended  at  the  fame  time,  at  leaft  a  dozen  in 
the  common  ulcered  throat  at  Tackley,  and 
they  all  did  well.  In  the  Middle  Bartons  I 
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attended  four  children  together  in  one  family 
who  were  all  feized  with  the  mortified  fore 

*  i 

throat,  and  they  all  died.  I  faw  three  of  them 
the  firft  day  they  were  taken  ill,  and  the  pa¬ 
late  was  blown  up  in  the  fame  manner  with 
lady - ’sy  and  in.  twenty-four  hours  was  co¬ 

vered  with  an  advcoloured  mucus  and  in 
twenty-four  hours  more,  was  quite  black  and 
mortified.  The  other  fymptoms  fucceeded 
pretty  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  lady 

- Js  cafe ;  none  of  them  lived  beyond  the 

fixth  day,  and  foarcely  any  fo  long.  After 
death,  their  necks  and  breafts  alfo  changed  from 
a  dark  red  colour  to  a  blackifh  or  mortified  ap¬ 
pearance.  No  evacuations  were  ufed  from  the 
beginning,  excepting  that  I  applied  a  blifler 
and  gave  a  gentle  vomit  to  two  or  three  of 
them,  and  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb,  as  a  pre¬ 
parative  to  the  bark.  Befides  giving  the  bark 
and  cordials,  I  applied  warm  cataplafms  to 
their  throats  made  of  rue  and  chamomile 
flowers  boiled  in  vinegar  and  water,  with  an 
addition  of  camphire,  and  I  made  them  fre¬ 
quently  inhale  the  fleams  of  contrayerva,  myrrh, 
and  chamomile  flowers  with  camphire,  boiled 
in  vinegar  and  water  alfo.  One  of  thefe  chil¬ 
dren,  a  boy,  threw  off  a  great-  quantity  of  the 
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mortified  parts,  which  gave  me  fome  hopes  of 
his  recovery,  but  he  died  in  a  few  days  after. 

Upon  loofing  four  children  in  one  family,  by 
the  fame  diforder,  I  advifed  the  giving  to  two 
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children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  who  were  always 
,  among  the  difeafed,  a  fingle  puke,  and  after 
that,  a  bark  draught  three  or  four  times  a  day  ; 
and  to  drink  only  port  wine  with  a  very  lit¬ 
tle  water  in  it.  They  both  however  caught 
the  Infection;  but  they  both  recovered.  The 
girl  had  indeed  only  the  ulcered  fore  throat ; 
but  the  boy’s  cafe  was  clearly  of  the  malignant 
kind  :  for  he  had  the  fame  fweiling  in  the  pa¬ 
late,  without  any  ulcers,  and  much  the  fame 
fymptoms  in  the  courfe  of  the  diforder  with 
the  reft  who  died  of  it ;  though  in  a  more  mo¬ 
derate  degree.  This  bov  had  no  blifters  ap¬ 
plied  to  his  neck  or  back  ;  and  I  think  I  can 
recoiled!,  that  thofe  who  were  bliftered,  died 
the  fooneft.  The  parts  that  were  mortified  fe- 
parated  very  freely ;  by  which,  tho’  he  might 
fave  his  life,  he  loft  his  voice  for  fome  time, 
and  almoft  the  power  of  deglutition  :  for  a 
great  part  of  the  liquors  efpecially,  which  he 
drank,  returned  by  his  noftrils.  But  he  has 
fince  got  pretty  well  in'  all  refpedts.  This 
is  the  only  one  that  I  ever  heard  of,  that 

recovered 


(  43  ) 

recovered  from  the  mortified  kind  of  fore 
throat ;  and  I  am  pretty  certain,  that  both  he 
and  the  girl  owed  their  prefervation  to  the  me¬ 
thod  in  which  I  treated  them,  before  they  were 
taken  ill.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

The  above  is  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
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learn  of  this  extraordinary  fpecies  of  the  difor- 
der;  and  though  I  have  not  had  opportunities 
of  examining  it  fufficient  to  furnifh  materials 
for  an  accurate  defcription ;  yet  I  could  not 
help  laying  the  prefent,  imperfect  as  it  is,  be¬ 
fore  the  public ;  in  order  that  thofe  of  the  pro- 
feffion  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  cafe,  may 
be  in  fome  meafure  prepared,  and  have  time  to 
confider  of  more  proper  means  than  have  been 
hitherto  ufed,  either  for  preventing  or  encounter¬ 
ing  it.  —  I  fhali  only  obferve,  upon  this  cccafi- 
on,  that  as  it  muft  be  of  the  greateft  importance 
to  haften  a  feparation  of  the  dead  from  the 
living  parts,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  and  as  that  is 
moft  likely  to  be  effected  by  raifing  and  en¬ 
forcing  the  circulation  (efpecially  in  the  phleg¬ 
matic  conftitutions,  which  are  moft  fufceptl- 
ble  of  the  contagion)  the  warme.fi:  cordials 
feem  to  be  more  peculiarly  adapted  to  this, 
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than  tb  any  other  fpecies  of  the  diforder  :  At 
the  fame  time,  this  inward  effort  towards  a  re¬ 
paration  may  be  poflibly  affifted  by  external 
applications ;  particularly  by  often  fumigating 
the  parts  with  fleams  from  the  warmer  bal- 
fams,  or  from  the  feeds  or  bark  of  vege¬ 
tables,  containing  their  hot  edential  oils,  or 
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by  rubbing  the  parts  with  the  oils  them- 
felves.  But  as  to  cauftics  or  fcarifications, 
the  older  phyficians  in  the  lad:  century  have 
condemned  them  from  finding,  in  cafes  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  this,  that  they  were  highly 
prejudicial. 

The  bark  feems  not  to  be  fo  effentially  necef- 
fary  here,  as  in  the  common  ulcered  throat ;  at 
lead:  in  the  beginning ;  for  as  the  parts  are  fpha- 
celated  on  the  very  firft  attack,  and  till  thefe 
are  thrown  off,  the  diforder  hurries  on  in  the 
mod:  precipitate  manner,  to  its  fatal  catadro- 
phe,  I  am  afraid  that  the  bark,  or  any  other 
merely  bracing  or  antifeptic  medicines  will  be 
found  too  tardy  in  their  operations  for  fo  rapid 
a  diforder.  After  indeed  that  the  fcparation  is 
completed,  the  bark  may  be  plentifully  added 
to  cordials,  with  the  greateft  propriety  y  as  the 
cafe  is  to  be  confidered,  in  that  ftage,  as  being 
only  a  very  malignant  degree  of  the  common 
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ulcered  threat,  and  to  be  treated,  in  every 
refpedt,  exadtly  in  the  fame  manner. 

I  fhall  now  leave  this  peftilential  cafe,  at  lead: 
for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  make  an  obfer- 
vation  or  two  more  relating  to  the  diforder,  as 
we  mod:  commonly  find  it. 

The  ulcered  fore  throat  fometimes  engrafts 
itfelf  upon  other  fevers  of  the  putrid  kind ;  or 
rather  the  fever  runs  thro’  fome  of  its  ftages, 
before  the  dwelling  or  ulcers  make  their  appear¬ 
ance.  But  as  thefe  fevers  are  ufually  accompa¬ 
nied  by  feveral  of  the  fymptoms  which  I  have 
already  recited,  an  attentive  obferver  will  fel- 
dom  find  himfelf  in  want  of  the  principal  diag- 
nodic,  the  ulcers,  to  diredt  his  practice  pro¬ 
perly  from  the  beginning. 

There  is  much  greater  hazard  of  his  being  led 
into  an  error,  when  the  diforder  flipervenes  upon 
fevers  that  fet  out  with  the  ufual  marks  of  in¬ 
flammation:  for  as  thefe  require,  for  the  mod: 
part,  plentiful  evacuations,  and  a  cooling  anti- 
phlogidic  treatment,  if  a  dwelling  in  the  throat, 
attended  by  fome  degree  of  pain  and  difficulty 
in  deglutition,  fhould  happen  to  come  on  in  the 
courfe  of  the  diforder,  he  may,  if  not  fufficiently 
upon  his  guard,  be  apt  to  confider  this  additional 
complaint,  as  an  argument  for  repeating  the 
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evacc-uations,  and  for  purfuing  the  antiphlogif- 
tic  regimen,  in  general,  with  greater  rigour  ; 
and  by  fo  doing,  he  will  moft  probably  lofe 
his  patient. 

The  fevers  that  are  here  principally  meant, 
are  thofe  in  which  the  inflammation  is  chiefly 
feated  in  the  integuments,  and  does  not  reach 
to  the  fubjacent  cellular  membrane,  and  which 
confequently  feldom  terminates  in  a  fuppura- 
tion.  For  in  thefe  fevers,  the  corrofive  hu¬ 
mour  that  firft  excited  the  inflammation,  ei¬ 
ther  paffes  off  thro’  the  pores  of  the  integu¬ 
ments  (if  the  parts  inflamed,  do  not  previoufly 
mortify)  or  is  reabforbed  into  the  courfe  of  the 
circulation,  and  thence  is  thrown  upon  fome 
other  part  of  the  body ;  exciting  different  dift 
eafes  that  are  differently  denominated,  accord- 
ing  to  the  fymptoms,  or  the  ftrudture,  func¬ 
tions,  and  fituation  of  the  parts  on  which  it  is 
thrown.  Such  a  metaflafls  or  transition  of  the 
corrofive  humour,  producing  the  ulcered  fore 
throat,  I  have  particularly  obferved  in  fevers 
of  the  eryfipelatous  kind ;  efpecially  when  the 
inflammation  has  been  feated  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  throat,  (as  is  moft  commonly 
the  cafe  in  thefe  fevers)  and  after  the  tone 
of  the  ftam-iria,  the  crafis  of  the  blood,  and 
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force  of  the  fecretions  had  been  broken  by  the 
preceding  evacuations. 

Dodfor  Sydenham  obferves  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  his  hiftory  of  epidemical  difeafes,  that  in 
a  very  fickly  year,  the  particular  difeafe  which 
happens  to  be  moft  prevalent  about  the  autum¬ 
nal  equinox,  charadterifes  the  conftitution  of 
that  year  :  for  it  clearly  fhews  the  afcendency 
it  has  attained,  by  the  other  difeafes  that  occur 
accommodating  themfelves,  as  far  as  their  na¬ 
ture  will  permit,  to  its  own  particular  difpofi- 
tion.  As  the  obfervation  is  of  the  greateft 
and  mofi;  extenfive  importance  in  practice,  and 
is  more  ftrongly  and  clearly  expreffed  and  ex¬ 
emplified  in  the  author’s  own  words,  than  can 
be  wre!i  done  in  any  other,  1  fhall  here  tran- 
fcribe  the  w'hole  fedtion,  before  I  make  my  ap¬ 
plication  of  it,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  it 
to  the  practitioners  attentive  perufal  and  fre¬ 
quent  recollediion. 

“  Porro,  quod  fedulo  advertendum,  quum 
plures  aliquot  horum  morborum  eumdem  ful¬ 
gent  annum,  unus  eorum  aliquis  reliquorum 
-praedominio  potitur,  caeteris  in  ejus  quail  ditio- 
nem  redactis,  &  parcius  id  temporis  faevienti- 
bus,  ita  ut  illo  augefcente  imminuantur  hi,  ce¬ 
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dernque  rurfus  imminuto,  mox  recrude&ant. 
Atque  ita  viciffim  mortales  laceffunt,  prout  anni 
genius  &  fenfibilis  aeris  temperies  huic  aut  illi 
magis  fuffragantur.  Qui  vero  morbus  circa 
aequinodtium  autumnale  maximopere  furit  & 
cumulatiffimam  edit  ftragem,  totius  anni  con- 
ftitutioni  nomen  impertit  fuum  ;  quifquis  enim 
fuerit  morborum,  qui  ea  temped; ate  prae  caete- 
ris  invaluerit,  principatum  omnium  qui  ifto 
anno  invadunt  obtinuiffe  facile  deprehendetur, 
cujus  ingenio  epidemici  quotquot  funt  avy^povoi 
fe  accommodant,  in  quantum  eorum  fert  na- 
tura :  v.  gr.  cum  Variolce  eo  tempore  latif- 
fime  depopulantur,  febris  toto  anno  ipardm 
oberrans  ejufdem  plane  inflammationis  eft  par- 
ticeps,  quae  variolas  parit.  Uterque  nempa 
morbus  ad  eamdem  fere  normam  adoritur, 
maximaque  inter  maxime  propria  utriufque 
fymptomata  intercedit  cognatio,  (excepta  va- 
riolarum  eruptione,  &  reliquis  quae  ab  ilia 
pendent)  ut  ex  ingenti  ilia  turn  ad  falivam  ex- 
cernendam  propenfione,  in  qua  utrique  con- 
venit,  abunde  conftat.  Pariter,  cum  Dyfen h 
teria  didlo  tempore  pracipue  fuerint  graflatae, 
febris  quae  eo  anno  infeftat  earumdem  indo- 
lem  non  leviter  aemulatur,  (nifi  quod  illae 
cauffam  morbificam  per  fedes  eliminent,  & 
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pauca  alia  exinde  nafcantur  fymptomata,)  quoa 
turn  a  confimili  utriufque  morbi  infultu,  turn 
etiam,  quod  utroque  malo  correpti,  aphthis 

fimilibufque  invicem  lymptomatis  admodum 

•  • 

fint  obnoxii,  fatis  evincitur.  Et  fane  Dyfente - 
ria  de  qua  agitur,  ipfiflima  ilia  febris  eft  $  hoc  ! 
tantum  difcrimine,  quod  introvertetur,  &  in 
inteftina  fe  exonerans  per  eadem  viam  fibi  fa- 
ciat.  Notandum  autem  eft,  Epidemicorum  il¬ 
ium  principem,  qui  fub  aequinodtio  autumnali, 
ceu  rupto  aggere  torrens,  omnia  ftraverat,  in- 
gruente  hyemis  frigore  intra  fuum  fe  alveum 
condere ;  cum  ex  adverfo  epidemici  inferioris 
crdinis,  qui  fub  eo  merentur,  tunc  temporis 
praefertim  ingravefcant  &  rerum  potiantur,  do¬ 
nee  didtus  anni  princeps  eorum  vires  denuo 

frangat  &  deleat  nomen.” 

% 
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This  is  the  whole  of  the  obfervation,  and 
the  truth  of  it  has  been  ftrongly  confirmed  and 
illuftrated  this  very  feafon,  in  which  the  ul¬ 
cered  fore  throat  has  raged  fo  univerfally.  For 
moft  of  the  fevers  that  have  for  fome  time  ap¬ 
peared,  have  been  in  many  of  their  fymptoms 
remarkably  fimilar  to  it,  and  have  yielded  to 
the  fame  method  of  treatment  that  it  requires. 
A  low  quick  pulfe,  a  great  depreffion  of  fpirits, 
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confufion  or  giddinefs,  flight  nocturnal  delirium, 
licknefs,  tendency  to  purging,  eruptions,  orflufh- 
ings  upon  the  ikin,  &c.  have  been  the  ufual 
concomitants  of  the  fevers  of  the  feafon  ;  and 
neither  the  nervous  nor  diaphoretic  tribes  of 
medicines  (much  lefs  evacuations  or  the  anti- 
phlogiftic  treatment)  have  been  found  fo  fuc-* 
cefsful  as  thofe  medicines  that  are  warm,  cor¬ 
dial,  and  antifeptic. 


T  B  E  END. 
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